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which her father erected in the stieet, where she subse-
quently lived with her husband Ranchliodlal, and her
charity, which was not the least of her virtues, took the
form of grants of free medicine and free food to all classes,
and of clothing and vessels to the Brahmans and mendicants
who visited her house for alms.

Ranchhodlal was six years old when he commenced his
education at a private school in Amtvli. Education hi those
days was of a perfunctory and liinited lype, for no regular
schools had been established by the Stale and there were
very few books to read. Up to the middle of the nineteenth
century the indigenous schools, as the late Mr. K.N. Kabraji
has recorded, were owned by so-called Mckctajis, penurious
men of limited intellect, who often held their classes on the
verandah of a house free of tent. Chairs and tables were
unknown, and very few pupils possessed slates or pencils,
their place being taken by a portable wooden board, on
which the pupil wrote with a reed pen dipped in a chalky
fluid and which was repainted at Divali by the Mchetaji for a
small fee. When his parents moved, as recorded above, to
Ahmadabad, Ranchhodlal was sent to an elementary school
of this type kept by one Tuljaram Master and acquired there
a smattering of Gujaratld literature. Thanks, however, to
his father Chhotalal, who was a good Persian scholar,
Ranchhodlal was taught the rudiments of the Persian
language, which was at that date in constant use in the
couits and offices of government, and having made good
progress under his father's personal tuition, was placed
for further study under Munshi Bapubhai, a Nagar Brahman,
and later under Maulvi Paizuddin, both of whom were
Persian scholars of some repute. Nor was Sanskrit forgotten.
When Ranchhodlal was thirteen, his father arranged for him
to study the sacred language under a Pandit named Bindu
Vyasa, with whose assistance he made rapid progress in both
Sanskrit literature and philosophy, showing considerable
aptitude for the intelligent discussion of some of the intricate
problems enshrined in that language. His success in